CLUB HISTORY - PART 1 (Continued)

(Contimited from Page 19.)

there were only twenty of us and we ¢ould

meet in that garage, But then, all 6f a sud-
den, these guys were worried about the lo-
cal guys in the club - “Well if we get too
big, where are we going to.go?”. It was

negative talk all the:time and [ knew itpaid
‘to organizé bécause.you had fohn L. Lewis,
‘the union leaders and stuff around at those

times and when you organize, you get pow-
erful,.and when you gét powerful, you can
do anything. And that was always in the
back of miy ' mind. All we had to do-was

-organize and charge‘a $mall amount of dues

which would pay for our propaganda and
we were down at $10.00 per year dues, what

T think it started otit:as;.and we kept that for
_many, many years. Withalotof people help-
ing me, [ dida't do it all by myself. There

were a lot of people who really did a Iot__ of
work besides just me. There were never any
real problems, About the only things that
you could ¢all problems were the negativ-

ism and getting pride in the Lionel name.
Let me say one ather thing, thesé local-guys.
had such a negative attitude that 1 withdrew
from-the club I'd fourided. 1 was miad at

them, I reésigned as President, when they

chinged the name to the Toy Train Colléc-

tors Club. That meet hapipened to be atJ. B.

‘Snyder's house. I told them what X thought

of therx, I told them I_could_n i believe. that

‘Lionel collectors did not have enough pride

in their own nanie and like I say, I'went home

-aridsulked. Stared at the wall and.then that’s

when I finally de¢ided to:go to Model Rail-
roader magazine even though they liad
treated us badly over the years, by not pririt-

ing any articles, but at least both of them,
‘Railroad Model Craftsman snd Model Rail-

roader would. let mé. advertise free'in that I
was trying ta'start a club and then Lslightly
changed the name. That’s basically how I

'turn_ed : d_efea_’t into victory:

DD: Again, how many members were
there in thai first club?
JG: Well when we first. started Twould

guess there were twenty to-twenty- -five ar
s0 at that time.

DD: And, how many of those guys you
originally started with Joined the second
club?

JG: They joined one at a time. Ti took
them a few years, but gradually I ricticed
there’s one local gay joining back up and

then -another and finally all the guys who

- were against- me-finally came to the LCCA._
You know I'don’t hold any hard feelings.
against them, only wish I"d have been more.

prepared when they changed the ndame,

DD: Let me-ask about the LCCA. You
mention you started this Club to be with
other people but at the time there were
other clubs. The TCA was around —

JG: Yeah, I became a TCA member in.

1970, which was about the time 1 was 5tart—
ing this Club. Buti wasn’thappy withthem
because they -cover all gauges.

That’s what was in-mity head. Come to think
of it, I don’t remnember the exact date that I

advertised in the Model Railroader for the

Lionel Collectors Club of America. Then I
just kind of had to guess when I started the.
second time so I put down the date of Au-
gust 1stas the anniversary date. To be per-
fectly honest with you, I don’t know whéther
that’s the accurate anniversary date or o,

but that was the date I'said so that’s the date’

we've always used.

DD: You are really saying the reason
you started the Clubwasto get just the group
of guys who cared about Lionel together.

JG: Yeah, Ljustrelt that I didn’t want to-
hear people knocking Lionel like sofne guys.

did.. And 1 didni’tlike Model Railinader and
Rutlréad Model Craftsman not putting any-
thing in about Lionel s¢ when I put out my
fitst propaganda, I told them that we. want
te get strong enough to have our own Inter-
change Track and ourown magazine. And
we-did, we had it right away. We had an In-

terchange ?-”J‘q'ck_withiu two or three months
after I got:going, It'was pretty small, but we-

liad one,

DD;. Youwere the Editor?

JG: Ohno, no, no, no! Idppainted guys
tight off the bat. Even though we didn’t have
Officers, | appointed guys right away. I
never tried to be a glory hound. In fact, I
appointed a guy [-didn’t even know, Len
Chenkowski who was the second guy teever

join the Club, actually.the first guy. I gave

myself the fifst number which I probably
shouldn’thave done, but anyway, I did. But
Len, who T siever met at the time, lived in
Pennsylvania.. I think I appointed him as
thie first Interchange Track Editor. He was
going to college and-did it for a short time.

1 felt we.
needed 10 establish pride in the Lionel name.

and then he wrote me and said he was so
busy lhat maybe I could get somebody else.
And. then I appointed Jlm Hunt, who had
gome to the first Convention. By the way,
he stood up there arid gave me-a little bit of
gruff, but I appreciated it. Talways admired

Jim forthat. He stood up thére and I don’t

temember what he said ariymore, but all the

gther guys were mad at himi for giving me

soime grief.on something, But whathe asked
meé, I-answered Rim and he was satisfied.
Anyway, I admire Jim Hunt even though he
gave me heck about something and today I
don’t even remember what it was: [.ap-
pointed Tim the second Interchange Track
Editor. The ‘magazine’s first Editor was
Warren Betts. The guys who tan the first
mag_a_zines and the First. Intercharige Track

only ran it for a short time and'then for some

reason or anothér, they didn’t want to do it
any longer or something and eventually
when they finaily started to get Officers, they
appointed the other people to i fliese - dif-
ferent things. '

DD: Whenwerethe first officers-elected?
JG: They were elected during the first

Annual Convention.

DD: Sofor thai first year or 5o, the Club
wds a rather loose knit group?

JG: Right, we didn’thave Officersuntil
the first Annual Convention. And ther af-
ter I welcomed thém and thanked them for
coming and everything and we went.on our
tours, I'told them I would not run for office.
I know. they were. all thinking I-was going

to keep on doing this. ButI burpnsed them

and:told them I'm not ranning for office and

Tdidn’t start the_ Club to'be a hero. So, be-

fore the Convention was over they elected
Van Stockdale-as President, John Vodopich

a5 Vice-President, Jim. Brady as Secretary,

Don Foote as Assistant Secreta;ry and Larry
Keller.as Treasuter. Those ﬁve:guyS'-Were
the first elected ieaders of the LCCA and
just like theé 32 meémbers who were theré in
Des Moines in 1971, the first Officets came
from all over the country,

DD: How did you get the idea for the
Constitution and Bylaws,
JG: Here’s how I formed the first Con-

stitution.- I was a member of the TCA at

that time and I took the TCA' Constitition

-and I started. studying it. Talso went-to the

library and I checked out a book on Robert’s
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